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s it is well known, that there are many 
individuals of the human ſpecies, Who 

onally deprived of the uſe of their 
reaſoning powers, and ſometimes totally; and 
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kind of temporary deftirium. When the majo= | 
rity of a nation diſcover a total. ignorance of 
their own real advantage, when they manifeſt 
an extreme incapacity of reaſonin g concern- 
ing it with any juſtneſs or accuracy, when 
they plunge headlong into meaſures highly 
pernicious of deftruQive, and when they 
| liſten to no rational remonſtrances upon the 
ſubje&, they are then in a ſtate ſo exacti 
fimilar to that of individual lunatics, that ſuch 


a people may properly be ſaid to be in a ſtate 
of national 8 i 


9 * 


Tus Raglids have. . ob 
guiſhed themſelves, at particular periods, . 
above moſt of the modern nations: of Europe, 
by their courage, induſtry, aftivay,/ taleges, 
be of liberty. But a i. hav been faid, 
hat there is. à certain degree of wit and 
| genius, which is ſometimes ſtrongly bin & ured 
Sem Nrretes 3 de eee, ng 
2s 2 2 nation, have, at certain. 85 
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marks; of hnay, Tearcely to be. equalled .by 
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„ONE early 3 of aa 1 

whioh took place in England, was that rela- 
tive to the conteſt between the two houſes of 
Vork and Lancaſter. | It was not of the leaſt 
real conſequence; to the people of England, 


1 * 
141 44 I 


; whether the throne was filled by a prince of 


the houſe of York, or of the houſe of Lan- 
caſter, independently of the perſonal charac- 


ters of the princes theralelyes. whigh was G 


> 


Whether a prince of the hooks. of York, or 


pf the houſe of Lancaſter, ſhould ſugceed to 
tbe, throne af Eugland, as in reality, at that 
period, a matter af no more conſequence, | 
tan it would be at preſent, whether one man 
ſhould. be elected ſheriff of London, WhO 
Vved in the ward of Langbeurn, ot another 
be mee tha, ard. of Baſſiſhaw. When 

their talents and qualificationsin other relpedts = 
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portant conteſt, between the houſts of Vork 
and Lancaſter, the lives of many thouſand 
Engliſhmen were facrificed ; and the conteſt 
continued many years. When any people 
act in this manner, when they ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be involved in great dangers, and in 
great calamities, for matters of no importance, 


they may juſtly be * as in a beg * 
| MN cal to 3 


g * 23 1 
4 wail, 


Is the reign of eMail one of ruhen | 
1 Henry the Eighth, a great ſpirit of reli- 
| gious lunacy broke out among the prieſts of 
the then eſtabliſhed church, and many of the 

laymen, which occaſioned ſome hundreds of 
| worthy and pious men to end their days i in 
the flames, becauſe they happened not to have 
adopted the ſenſeleſs theological opinions of 


| ſome. of the mad zealots of the time. At 


ſuch periods, if any conſiderable number of 
men are found to be really in poſſeſſion of 
heir underſtandings, they are conſidered as 
mee enen Somewhat of the | 
1E 7 | : fame 


Ez = 
Gin reli gious lunacy has been exhibited both 
at earlier and at later periods i in this kingdom; 
and has alſo ſometimes produced very fan- 


5 en ſeenes | in 1. en countries. WS 


Aran the vil wir it a of Charles 


the Firſt, a war which was undertaken on 
the part of the people for the moſt juſtifiable 
reaſons, and after the termination of the 


republic, and the protectorate of Cromwell, 
the people of England were ſeized with a 


ſpirit of general inſanity, which brought about 


the Reſtoration, which was conducted in a 


manner fit only for a nation of lunatics. 
Charles the Firſt had trampled upon theinieſt, 


important privileges of the people, had ſeized ©. 
the property of his ſubjects, and impriſoned. 


many of their perſons, without any legal au- 
| thority, and governed for more than eleven 


of 3 were aſterwards mad 
a e : enough, 
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years without any parliament. For his accus 
mulated acts of tyranny, he was at length 
deſervedly brought to the block; and yet the 
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enough, though they had. bes, involved, by 

the conduct of the late tyrant, in all the cala- 
mities of civil war, to reſtore to che throne 
his ſon, who had been a fugitive in foreign 
countries, and who was a man of very licen- 
tiaus principles and manners, without any new 
ſecurity for their liberties, or adopting ay 


future tyranny. The ; caſe of Charles the. 
gecond alſo afforded a full demonſtration, that 
kings are not always eſteemed jn proportion 
to their merits, Charles was eminentiy pro : 
fligate, boch in his private and in his public 
capacity, as a man, and as a king; and yet 
Mr. Hume aſſerts, that no prince was ever 
© more bleſt with the cordial affection and 


Lametta: rig _ 


JR tarts 40 ee Mui ware 
exhibited. in the reign of queen Anne; and 
znſtances of national Junacy alſo took place 
| during the reign, of king George the Second. 
At one period of it the people of, England 


Were 


1 
Fi * 
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of the queen of Hungary; and they after 
wards diſcovered fimilar inſanity 1 in favour of 


the king of Prufiia. In 1758, a ſabfidiary | 


| treaty was entered into between Great Britain 
and Frederick, the third king of Pruſſia, by 
which the former was to pay to that prince 
fix hundred and feventy thouſand pounds iter: 
ling, for which no ſpecific fervices were ſti- 


pulated to be rendered to Great Britain. This 


enormous ſubſidy was, however, continued 


for ſeveral years; though not the kaft benefit 


was derived from it to this country. Frede- 
ne himfeff, indeed, ridiculed the Englith 


Ts for the guineas they ſquandered in Germary: 


but he was notwithſtanding very Popular f in 
England, and he was celebrated, and prayed 
for, in public chapels, as the great defender of 
the Proteftant faith; though by no Popith 


prince in the world were ſo many Proteftants 
3 injured and oppreſſed, eſpecially in Saxony; 1 
| and though ir is certain, that he Was A diſbe- = 
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even rejected the doftrine of u future ſlate, 


His victories were of no more importance to 


the people of England than victories gained 


in the moon would have been: but count 


Algarotti ſays, the Engliſh began to talk 


« of nothing but the king of Pruſſia's victo- 
<< ries.” . His portrait was every where to 


' 46:hs fron, and was the admiration of all 
d deſeriptions of perſons. His birth-day was 
kept, throughout the whole iſland, with 
1 Roſbach, he had ſaved England. from̃ the 


a 


56 invaſion of the French.” If the people of 


England at this period had: been in their 


ſenſes, inſtead of expreſſing this joy for the 


N 5 king of Pruſſia's victories, they would have 
| manifeſted their indignation! at their on 
miniſtry, for having ſo uſeleſsly ſquandered 
| away ſuch enormous ſums 5 their money i in 


e 


* at 1 no re have he ec of | 
e we eg den. 
gerous, 


gervus, and pernicious fits of hunacy; 48 20 
during the preſent reign. | Dr. Johnſon, after 
ſome years of this reign had elapſed, Gil, in 1 
one of his Political Tracts, To any man, *VVCCC 
© who extends his thoughts to national el 
« derations, the times are diſmal and gloomy.” | 
A great part of this gloomineſs, which ſub- -." 
fiſts now at leaſt as much as it did then, may 
certainly be attributed to the wiſdom of ad- 
miniſtration, If we reflect on the ſtate of 
things, at the acceſſion of Bis prefetit ma- — 
jeſty, we muſt be convinced,” that it could 4 
not be expected that any miniſters, of ordi: „ ; 
| tity falenits, could have been ſucceſsful in | | 
roducing ſuch diſnal ſcenes, and ſuch gloomy 

| apprehievfions. | But great things may be ef- 
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war, deſerves to be particularly mentioned. 


The war originated in claims, equally unjuſt 
and impolitic, made on the part of the Britiſh 
miniſtry; and the conteſt at length termi- 


nated in the los, to Great Britain, of the 
greateſt part of her American colonies, of 


many thouſand valuable lives, and in the ex- 


penditure of more than one hundred milliaus 


: of money, 


| | f In the year 1780, a great ſpirit of religious 
lunacy broke out in the city of London, and 


in the neighbourhood, and communicated 
itſelf, though in an inferior degree, to ſome 
other parts of the kingdom. Many perſons 
aſſembled together, who. pretended extreme 
zeal for the Proteſtant religion, though they : 


| acted in a manner totally inconſiſtent with its 


principles; and, being influenced by a mad 
zeal againſt the Papiſts, they burned or pulled 


down. ſeveral Romiſh chapels, and. many pri- 
| vate bouſge, and other buildings. Theſg xior 7 


lences were carried, . ff eee 


1 rn! 2 


3 


A 


L 11 ] 
before they were ſtopped by any proper inter- 
e 15 the eg or r of the miniſtry. 


1 
- © 


| In the courſe of the years 1789 and 1796, 
a great revolution took place in France. The 
inhabitants of that country, WhO had been f 
ſubjected for ſome centuries to a deſpotic go- 
vernment, emancipated themſelves from their 
antient tyranny, and eſtabliſhed * Aa form of go- | 
vernment, by Which the rights of the people 
appeared to be ſecured. Many of the inba- 
ditants of England, from motives of x gen vine 
philanthropy, rejoiceT'at this event ; ; they! re- 
joiced, that a great nation had ſhaken off its 
fetters, and aſſerted the” "rights $f human na- . 
ture; and they publicly "teſtified their j joy at 
this event. But tlie mean, the ſelfiſh, and | 
the ſordid, men incapable of 2 any noble or ge- 
nerous ſentiments, and who cared for none of 
the kuman race, except themſelves, were dif- oy 
pleaſed at ſuch! exprefftons o enlarged bene- | 
 volence; and teſtified” their di dibatisfaction at 
any Achat ofis its fivour of the French re reve- 
1 poentee: C2 „ | lution, | 


| volution. It, was conſidered as an event highly 


| Prieſtley, Jo juſtly Geehrt . 
: miniſter.of 2.congreeation-of, Droteſtayt, Die 


. 4 F 
lution. And fome Perſons i in office, as, 2 


5 as others, appeared 1 to be mad enough to with, 


even for a war with France, becauſe the in- 
habitants of that country: had determined to 
aſſert their liberties. Other reaſons were 


| pretended, but none e tha e bear — 


naten or MPT. 099 eau rot oon 


Neat“ 


"On the I th, * 3 179 „ „ public meer: 


7 ings were held 3 in London, Norwich, Lives» 
poal, Birmingham, and, in various, other pats 


of the kingdom, to celebrate che French ra- 


worthy of eompememtien by the. friends. of 


general freedom, and. of herman happineſs, 


But , many, were highly diſpleaſed at theſe, 
meetings; and a ſpirit of Japary, — 
Sious and political, WAS, Ver) N 

hiblted = thi 5 tame, at, Bi 


tions ip { dene and, in literature yay, then, 


fenters in that e Head ritten is on: 
: aul | « 2 . 


1 
poſition to Mr. Burke, [36 .deverice af: th 
Frdnch-xevolution 2 bum probalabyrfrolm pra 
dential reaſons, he had nat bæem preſtint at tlie 


eommemęration of that event in Birmingham. 
Notwithitanding which, à mob, whielr hat“ 


been / aſſembled for the purpoſe! of. virſulting 
thelgentlemen who: were employed in Cf 
wanbonating the French revolutiany.aftexiitardd 
bimned)idown. Dr. Prieftley's meeting: houſe; 
and alſq-deflroyeg- anbthen racetireg-houfs-it 


that teen. They afterwards rotallpdenolifiied 


i Brivftlog's dwelling-höufe, which-was ut 
_- wholt.of his library; and his valuable philo- 
ſopfiichli apparatus, together wWitk all his ma- 

duſeript. They alto bunned devm the houſe 
of apother diſſentinꝑ ainiſter, and deſtroyed 


ſenters. Theſe ſplendid! tranſa ,s Ge. 
fioned ſo much joy at Birmingham, that te 
town was illuminated; and it appeared, that 
tome dlergymen in the, neighbobrhoudy of 
wach bigowyp and little. Mreratureh and ee, 
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ſome magiſtrates, been promoters of bed 


riots. It was ſaid, indeed, that the inha- 


Dt. Prieftley, for having written againſt the 
church of England: but ſome perſons were : 

of opinion, that not many of the mob were 
much converſant in the writings of Dr. 


Prieſtley; and that, as the church of England 
was ſo well endowed, and furniſhed with ſuch 


a capital collection of biſhops, deans, arch- 


deacons, and prebendaries, beſides inferior 


elergymen, the doctrines uf the church might 
have been defended in a better manner than 


by;. the- bludgeons of rioters! and rufflans- 


However, as theſe: riots had been conducted 
and Garried. on a Gene ang. King men, it 
liamentary inveſtigation of the buſineſs, 
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ih aur the-eftabiſhinent of a med 
monarchy in France, a conſpiracy was en- 
85 „ tered 


„„ 

tered into, by ſorne of the deſpotiè princes on 
the continent, to overturn this new conſti- 
tution, and to re-eſtabliſh the old governs 
ment. That theſe princes ſhould adopt ſuch 
a line of conduct was not wonderful; but 
that England, which had . deafened the 
« world with her clamours for liberty,” 
| ſhould join in ſuch a confederacy, mi ght be 
conſidered as a juſt ſubje& of ſurprize. - In 
May, 1792, M. Chauvelin was received at 
the court of England as ambaſſador from the 
king of the French, and that prince was then 
ſuppoſed to be ſincere in his profeſſions to 


maintain the new / conſtitution. In July, the 


ſame year, M. Chauvelin, in the name of the 
French king, preſented a memorial, ſoliciting 
the mediation of Great Britain, againſt the 


great confederacy, which was forming in 
Europe, to interfere in the internal govern- 
ment of France; but this mediation was de- 
clined ad the court os [TOR 
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- Ox the 2xſt pf Bon 159 3.the Breach | 
king. who had been accuſed of acting trea- 
cherouſſy reſpecting the new. conſtitution, 
| and of cndeavouring to re-eſtabliſh a deſpotic 
government in France, was beheaded at Paris. 
Before this event, M. Chauvelin had pres 
ſented his letters of credence from the exe- 
cutive council, as ambaſſador from the republic 
of France; but he was not. received at court 
in that eh and, ſoon . £ thaeecatidh 
dom in eight days. Great numbers of the 
Englith alſo-exprefſed the moſt extreme indig- 
nation at the French, for having cut off the 
head. of their king; and ſcemed to have totally 
forgotten, that a memorable example of royal 
decapitation had: been: given to the Ffench by 
5 3 ne in the caſe of aa ere 
Fc EL anna C3. NO! 14 
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mis kingdom, Anden the idea of the extreme 
Fa of the propagation of Frenck princi- 


2 ., 31 


had been laid down by Sydney and by. Locke, 


and by. various other Engliſh writers, and 
which. the French appear to have borrowed 
from the Engliſh, were. traduced as French 
principles. The greateſt alarm was alſo ſpread 
of the danger, which might reſult from the 
circulation of miſchievous: opinions, and ſen- | 
timents not. conformable to the laws of the 
Jand; as if the laws of the land were intended 
to direct men in what manner they ſhould 


11 and in what manner they ſhould rea- 


ſon. The acts of violence, injuſtice, and 
9 which were committed in France 


| after the revolution, and which appear to 


have been chiefly occaſioned by the improper | 
interference of foreign deſpots, i in the internal 


.congerns. of France, were magnified, and 
flalſely repreſented, as the natural conſequence | 
of what were now termed French principles. 
A great outery Was: alſo maiſed about French 
e ee „„ D - | emiſſa- f 


s of government, which | 


t 1s 1 8 = 
emillaries, ho were ſaid tb be gent ver inte 
England, for the expreſs purpoſe of propaga+ 
ting French principles ; though not. the leaſt 
evidence was ever produ ced, that a ſingle 
tnan had been ſent over from France for that 
purpoſe. The ſecret committees of the laſt 
Re likewiſe, publiſhed, under the form f 

df reports, the maſt groſs and ſhameful miſe 
repreſentations of the views, deſigns, and coi» 
duct, of the. ſocieties eſtabliſhed in England, 
for procurihg a more equal repreſentation of 
the people in parliament. As "theſe ſocieties 
| Wiſhed for a reform of the Britiſh parliament, 
they had alſo expreſſed their wiſhes for the 
freedom and the happineſs of other nations; 
but ſuch ſentiments, as theſe, if publicly 


avowed, ſeemed to be conſidered as an oſs 
| pre: edition. 2230 


' ” £ 
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8 Frante to 
Fan trade, to manufac- 
cares, and! 28 publie and private eredit + not- 
e which there were any, who 
2 li * 


( 6]; 
expreſſed — wiſhes for ite continuance. 
And to induce the people to be the more 


ready to engage in the ſupport of the war, 
they were told, that it was a war for the 
maintenance of ſocial order and of religion. 
Hut to thoſe who were poſſeſſed. of common 
ſenſe, | and who paid the leaſt attention to the 


fighting, as was falſely atid hypoeritieally pre- 
tended, for religion, for morality,” and for the 


advantages of civil ſbeiety; but they were 

dontending, at an imnenſe expence of blood 
and of treaſure, for the pride and the power | 

of royalty, and for ſuck peculiar diſtinctions, 

privileges, and immunities, as are injurious to 

me common: intereſty/ of mankind. | Indeed, | 


as to its being a war for the defence of reli- 


- gion, Mr. Erſkine has juſtly obſerved, that of 

. 566, all the pretetices, by which the abuſed zeal 

ol the people of England has been hurried 
. en to a 1 of miniſters, this 

od | 1D 2 8 « alarm 


85 ſudject, it was maniſeſt, that the foreign de- 
ſpots, who were engaged in the war, were hot . 


a ee — . 
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mon people; and it may reaſonably be queſ- 


— 1 . 
4 alarng: he Sega is the moſt 
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Pix. ROI, in 1 letter to. HY duke: of 
N brings it as an accuſation: againſt 


Mr. Fox, that : he did his beſt to appeal to 


the judgments of the mearieſt and. moſt 
ignorant of the pecple on the merits of the 
„ war.“ He adds, “. the ground of a vo 
« TICAL WAR is of all things that which tlie 
<< poor labourer and 'manufaQurer are the 


| 55 capable of conceiving· This ſort of 


people know in general, that THEY: ux 
125 '* SUFFER AVT WAR. It isa matter to which 
* 3 are ſufficiently competent, becauſciat 
CET matter of » FRELING.” It was nqt 


Fan in this country as a crime, 


to appeal to the underſtandings of the com- 


tioned, whether any ee can be in a 


deten chat ſhall render it neceſſary to en- 


bee in a War, the mer which may not 
be 


t 4 1 


blackſmith;.: poſſeſſed" only of an ordinary 
degree of underſtanding. [ The POLITICAL 


wins, rofiwhich Mr. Burke ſpeaks, appeaf to 


be wars that ought (never! to che commenced; 
und, if the poor vs su EN rn 
I power ought not to be ſolready to engage 
in chõſe ſehemes of ambitiori, uthichꝭ ard pro- 
ductive of ifuch calamity, and iſo defirugtive 
:to)the ee rag oe 254 ; Ina? 202 21:1 

i * 11 1 0 1197 Ninas wo S1qtaen G! on 
ux an attention ee incidents 
ald tranſactions about ithis period, the na- 


tional - infinity will appear till more conſpi- 
cuous. At the cloſe of the year 1792, before 


the commencement of the war between 


France and England, a ſöcietys or aſſociation, 


aB eſtabliſhed, at the Crowm and Anchor 


itaverm in the Strand, fur the purpoſe, as they 
fd, of * preferving Liberty and Property 
e againſt Republicans and Levellers. But 


when the deſigus of this ſociety; cane to be 


Mgt: * : 


SOBEMNO! . | | | was, 


be made intelligible to a cEuWvn weaver, or 


1 2 
2nd: the freedom of the preſa, under the pre- 
tener of ſuppreſſing ſeditious converſationi, 
and ſetlitious publications; and, in imitation | 
of this London aſſociation, and by their 
recommendation, many others, of 2 firgiilar 


base oboirredlofthe people conſpiring gon 
the government; but for a great part of the 
people to conſpire againſt their own liberties, 

is a'{pecies of natiohal frenzy af à very un- 
common kind. This; however was exhi- 


bite; ee m e n ha 


5 this period. FI 1 3 11 1 Ws : 9¹¹5 2 
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Tux Crown: 2 Anchor e 
Ane aſſociations and ſocisties which 


copied it, and adopted its principles, exaployed = 
every method in their power to deptive the 

people at large of the freedom of ſpeech, aud 
he freedom of the preſs. The Brit of theſe 


eee e, eee 


. formation 


. 1 21 


ate dere. „ in r 
ſuel information, when they judged it 'expe- 


dient. Theſe aſſociations alſo endeavoured to 


inveſt publicans, throughout the kingdom, 
with a power of dictating to their cuſtomers 


what publications they ſhould read in their | 


houſes, and on what ſubjects they ſhould 


donverſe. They were ſuppoſed to be judges 5 
of what was, and what was not, ſeditious 


converſation; they were preſumed to be 
equally ſxilful in political publications 3 and 
even female publicans were held to be fully 
- competent to this bufinels. It was one great 
object of theſe aſſociations to prevent freedom 
of ſpeech from being enjoyed in inns, in 
taverns, in coffee - houſes, in ale- houſes, in 


public-houſes of any kind ; and ſo unſafe was I 


_ it ſuppoſed to be in England, once conſidered 
as a free country, to ſpeak of kings or miniſ- 


ters of ſtate, or to converſe on any. political 


e ne a 1 part of the 


adver- 


8 1 


. > — 1 S rrea gn, Bm=or WK — er 3 — a 2 5 — —— LE —— > fi © - nr, — * —H 
s * * * 8 Nn . a ' . RN ane Ne Har = W NR BY Gander har 
«| 1 g : 7 ö [ N * > ws, 
£ he * -þ 


2 
— 


8 im 1 
e of the Weſtminſter F orum, the 
name given to a public debating ſociety, or to 
the place in which it was held, that no 
e political remarks, appertaining to e coun 
$1 hv be ene, i ilciug 
Tus 8 md 3 aſſociation Was 
: moſt admirably adapted to increaſe the na- 
| tional Junacy - and accprdingly this ſociety did 
increaſe it by every means. in their power; 
and particularly by circulating, throughout 
the kingdom, a great variety of wild, mad, 
l and ſenſeleſs publications. David Hume ſays, 
| The Collection of all Cromwell's ſpeeches, 
| „ letters, and ſermons, (for he alſo wrote 
nl * ſermons) would make a great curioſity; 
<« and, with a few exceptions, miglit juſtly 
| << paſs for one of the: moſt nonſenſical books 
i ein the world.“ I have now before me a 
. 


volume of the Thain: and Anchor aſſociation 
publications ; ; 1 alſo confider this collection as 
1 2 e curioſity; and, if inſpectod by critical 
1 ö at 1 5 5 readers, 


1 


readers, it Would, perhaps: not be thought | 


8 inferior, in point of. nonſenſe; to ay collec- 
tion of the ſpeeches of Cromwell. 


Ir is obſerved by a medical writer, who is 


phyſician to the Mancheſter Lunatic Hoſpital | 
and Aſylum, that Falſe perception, and its 


**. conſequent confuſion of _ are conſtantly 


“evident in caſes of mania. Aid accordingly 


it was'one of the ſymptoms of inſanity, which 
was manifeſted in various parts of the king- 
dom, that it appeared to be ſuppoſed by great 
numbers, that if a nation were merely in poſ- 


ſeſſion of a king, that circumſtance alone was 


ient to eſtablith their liberties; forgetting, | 
that under the old government of France, as 
well as in Spain and in Portugal, all thoſe 
countries enjoyed the felicity of a king: with- 
—_— felicity of freedom. And at 


e friends of that form of government, 
which was eſtabliſhed at the Revolution, 
whoſe conduct was: manifeſtly calculated to 


o E — deprive. 


this! period, n perſons pietended to be 0 


8 * 1 
A rere . 
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4, 1 
deprive the people of the moſt important of 
thoſe privileges, which the Revolution was 
intended to ſecure. Large numbers of men 
were formed into bodies, learned the military 


and it appeared, that theſe men were trained, 
not to defend their oZ Rberties, or thoſe of 
their poſterity, but the power of the crown, 


and the meaſures of the miniſter; and all this 


rheſe men ſtileck defending the conſtitution. 
Many of thoſe, who: livee on the plunder of 


' penſions, for which no reab ſervices were ren- 
ſelves is traducing the characters, and mite 


preſenting, the deſigns and the views, of the 
moſt virtuous and'enligtitened members oſ the 


community. Every effort was alſo employed 


to propagate the mot laviſh principles. The 
norance. And one grave divine, in « ſermon 


4 on 


17 3 


en the anniverfary of his preſent majeſty's ac- | 


ceſſion, maintained, that, from the very 


beginning, Gop meant to hide knowledge 


from his creature man.“ Very fearful ap- 
prchenſions were, indeed, entertained, of the 


people returning to their ſenſes, and certainly 


not without reaſon: for, if fuch an event had 


taken place, ſome perſons in power would not 


have found their ſituations very tenable. There 
Was the greater reaſon for ſome fears of the 
inhabitants of the country being reſtored to a 
more ſound ſtate of mind, becauſe, notwith- 


ſtanding the general inſanity, ſymptoms of 
common ſenſe occaſionally appeared among 


: * lower _ of a n Thus whom 
- e ae. of proviſions, an «2 
, creation of new peers was ſpeedily to be 
expected,“ it was remarked by forme me- 
-chanics, probably members of the London 


Correſponding Society, that if his majeſty had 
been inveſted with a power of creating geeſe, 


_ igen er calves, or cows, or oxen, it might, 
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at that juncture, have been much more beno- 
ficial to the community at large. 


Ar the time when every method was em- 
ployed, to prevent the people from meeting 
in ſocieties, or in public aſſemblies, where any 


thing political could be expected to occur, 
BARRACKS were erected, at an · immenſe ex- 


pence, in various parts of the kingdom; and, 
beſides the manifeſt acceſſion of power to the 
crown, which was occaſioned by the erection 


of theſe barracks, one avowed pretext for 
them was, to prevent the, ſoldiers from afſo- 


ciating with their countrymen. - Converſa- 


tion, reading,. or thinking, either among ci- 
tizens or ſoldiers, appeared to be particularly 
obnoxious to męn in power; but the miniſters, 
and miniſterial writers, made diſcoveries ſu- 
perior to any of Sir Iſaac Newton. Among 


other importapt diſcoveries,, they found out, 


and maintained, that the general ſcarcity of 
ſpecie in the kingdom, and the great diſtreſs 


of commercial People, which then prevailed, 


Were 


I 29 J 
were the reſult of the general n and 
wealth of the kingdom. ” 


In 1795, an act of parliament. was paſſed, 
for new-modelling the militia of the city of 
London, by which they were placed mere 
under-the power of the crown, and'brought 
to a nearer reſemblance to the regular troops. 
'We do not find, that any repreſentative .of 
the city of London, or any magiſtrate of the 
city in parliament, made any material oppo- 


ſition to a bill, ſo little honourable to the city, 


and ſo unfavourable to the antient rights and 
privileges of the citizens. The corporation 
of London appear, indeed, at this time, to 


have poſſeſſed their full ſhare of the general 


inſanity. They repeatedly went up to the 
throne with flattering and ſervile addreſſes, 
totally unworthy of freemen; and the citizens 
| ſometimes choſe for their magiſtrates, - and 
even repreſentatives in parliament, contractors, 


and ſuch men, as hardly any creature, poſ- 


ſeſſed even of common ſenſe, could ſuppoſe 
likely 
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any . to the community. 


on the 28th of January, 1395. the lord 


mayor, aldermen, and common-council of the 


city of London, preſeated an addreſs to the 


King, in which, after declarations of great 
loyalty, they expreſſed © the deepeſt concern, 


that notwithſtanding the uniform bravery 


u manifeſted throughout his majeſty's fleets 


* NECESSARY WAR; in which this country was 
<< -cngaged, had not yet been accompliſhed.” 
But they declared, at the ſame time, that 
+ witk the ſteadieſt confidence in the God 
'< af all victory, they relied for the final ſuc- 
<0 cebs of his majeſty's arms; and they after- 
wards added, that they had the fulleſt con- 
viction, that on this event alone, (and its 
5 eee, depended THE EXISTENCE 

% ο ALL GOOD GOVERNMENT, SECURITY, | 


| e _AND/ RELIGION.” Tbe livery of 
London, however, who appearodrto be much 


more 


- 


\ 


1 
more in their ſenſes than the alder mem er the 
common- council, about the ſame time pre- 
fented a petition to the houſe of cornmons, in 
which they deplored the evil conſequences 
„of war in general, but more particularly 
7 © the diſaſtrous effects of the preſent war, on 
$6 the trade, manufactures, and commerce of 
the Britiſh empire; “ and they ſolicited the 
houſe; that diſclaiming all right ef inter- 
„ fering in the internal concerns of: France, 
they would be pleaſed to take ſuch mea- 
« ſures as they, in their wiſdom, ſhould think 
* proper, for the purpoſe of premoting 4 
46 ſpeedy peace between Great Britain and che 
* power with whom it was at War.“ But 
| en the Sth of February, 1797, the. lord- 
| mayor, aldermen, and common-councilof the 
city of London, preſented another addreſs to 
the king, in which they declired; that the 
eontinuance of the war could only be imputed 
to the inordinate ambition and tyrannical views 
of the French, who: ( preſumptaouſiy aimed 


„ at the W * of che liberties '_ 


Ai 71 1 % Europe ; 
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«. Europe; but more particularly MEDITATED 
«© THE DESTRUCTION - or THIS COUNTRY, 


e AND THE SUBVERSION - OF ITS CONSTI- 
6& \TUTION.” os pt: 85 


I has been remarked „by a medical author, 
that © the diet, in maniacal caſes, ought to be 

perfectly light and thin; and ſuch as is 

+. neither; ſtimulating nor nouriſhing.” It 
might, therefore, have been preſumed, that 
the Scot, from the lowneſs of their living, 


„% © £4 2 


ben en the a x Engl WA 
= whether, from accident, ſome | antity of 
beef or. mutton had gotten into the en 35 
or whether, from the exertions of ſir John 
Sinclair, and the agricultural ſocieties, their 
oatmeal had acquired a richer and more nu 
tritive quality 3 from whatever cauſe it pro- 
ceeded, the inhabitants of Scotland ſeerned to 
be almoſt as much affected by lunacy as the 
55 people of England. It was conſidered, in 
s nn a8 4 1 high. ctime and miſde- 


- meanour, 
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meanour, for any man to read, or ſell, or 5 
lend, or borrow, the works of Thomas Paine. 
It was, however, doubted by ſome ſpeculative 
men, whether the mode of puniſhment adopt- 
ed, for ſome of theſe offences, was perfectly 
political. The mode of puniſhment, which 
appeared to be preferred, was that of tranſ- 
portation. But it was thought, that tranſ- 
portation, from ſuch a country as Scotland, 
if the removal were to any civilized country; 
ought to be regarded as 2 luxury, and not as 
a a puniſhment; One ſtriking inſtance of in- 
fanity was given in Scotland, in the election 
of the fixteen peers for that kingdom. The 
Earl of Lauderdale had diſtin guiſhed himſelf 
above all his countrymen in the houſe of 
peers, by his public ſpirit, his activity in diſ. 
charging his duty as a ſenator, and his zeal : 
for promoting the real intereſts of liberty. 
But as his merits were ſuperior to any other 
of the Scottiſh peem, he was particularly ex- Y 
cluded in the new election. His integrity, 
* . and 
F his 


ts] 
his attachment to the great rights of th 


ſeemed to be conſidered as totally. inadmiſſible = 
in a repreſentative of the Sud peera de. 


1 


Ir ee to be . ght 3 by 
Gs perſons in power, at the cloſe of the 


year 1795, that the people of England ſhould 


ſuffer a conſiderable diminution of their liber- 
ties, as a compenſation for the heavy taxes, 


and accumulated burthens, which had been 


heaped upon them during the courſe. of .the 


which they had diſcovered in the maintenance 
of it. The two bills, which were. brought 


into parliament at this time, and which were 


denominated Mr. Pitt's, and lord Grenville 8. 
bills, and which were paſſed, and became 
laws, can never be forgotten i in the hiſtory of 
this country. One of theſe acts was entitled, 
6 "An act far. the ſafety and preſervation of 


his majeſty's perſqn and government againſt 


oy . treaſonable and. ſeditious practices and at- 


* tempts;”; In this a, thoſe. were declared 
$1: | 1 | : to 


EI WS © 

to be traitors, and ſubject to the penalties of 
high treaſon, who ſhould adopt any meaſures, 
« in order, by force or conſtraint, to compel 
« his majeſty, or his heirs and ſucceſſors, to 
„ change his or their meaſures or counſels, or 
in order to put any force or conſtraint 
« upon, or to intimidate, or over-awe, both 
<< houſes, or either ' houſe of parliament.” 
Rigorous! clauſes were alſo added, relative to | 
thoſe who ſhould” . by writing, prititing, 
«preaching, or other ſpeaking; expreſs, pub- 15 
«© liſh, utter, or declare, any words, or ſen- 
4tences, to incite or ſtir up t the people to 
ae hatred or conternpt of the perſon of his 
«| majeſty,” 1 his heirs or ſucceſſors, or the go- | 
« yernment and conſtitution of this realm, as 
« by-law eſtabliſhed.” The other act was 
entitled. An act for the more effectually 
preventing ſeditious meetings And aſſem⸗ 
« blies.” ' By this bill it aS ena cted, that if 
any perſous, exceeding the hutiber of fifty, 
ſhould aſſemble for the purpoſe of conſidering 5 | 
of, or preparing, ally petition, reniinſtcan ce, 

nbd ee aid e 


| ſhould be deemed unlawful aſſemblies ; and 
twelye, or more perſons, ſhould. aſſemble 
Font 


> & 

or addreſs to the king, or either houſe of par- 
liament, for any alteration of matters eſta- 
bliſhed 3 in church or ſtate, or for deliberating 
on any grievance in church and ſtate, (except 


county meetings, or meetings under very par- 
ticular regulations, ſtipulated in the act) they 
and if 


rary to this act, and ſhould continue toge- 
ther one hour after being required by juſtice 


of peace, or other magiſtrate, by proclama- 


a to diſperſe, they, ſhould.,*< be adjudged 

2. felons, and ſhgulg fuer desc as in cafe 
« ol felony, without benefit of clergy . And 
if any meetings ſhould be holden in the man- 
ner ' preſcribed by this new act, and any matter 


ſhould | be propoſed or deliberated upon in 
i Ae, meeting, purporting that any thing by 


law. eſtabliſhed, . might be altered otherwiſe - 


11 
: thap by:the authagity of the king, lords, 
and common, in Parliament aſſemhled, 
* which ſhould. Tx to ineite of ſtir up 
a the people to batred or contempt of the 


i 8 
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#2 « perſon of his majeſty, his heirs, or ſuc- 
66 ceſſors, | 


1 


* ceſlors, or of the government and conſti- 
1 tution of this realm, as by law eſtabliſhed,” 
any juſtice of the peace might, by proclama- 
tion, command the perſons aſſembled to dif- 
perſe themſelves; and if they ſhould continue 
together an hour after ſuch command to dif- 
perſe, the offenders therein ſhould be ad- 
L ñjudged felons, and ſhould ſuffer death; as 
in caſe of felony, without benefit of elergy.* 
Perſons. who did not diſperſe wirhin at hour 
after proclamation made, might be appre- 
Hherided 3" and, if killed er maimed by reaſom 
om emnified; and babes Nerf e 
= 0 their office, were to Rifer death * 
felons.” 5 AOL OLED * £1 10 * 
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; Davida wech laws as thiſe oügkt et ever 
to have been paſſed in any country, having 
the moſt” diſtant ptetenſions to the character 
of a free country, the dulleſt of all human 
ereatures . be able o deeide. But ſuch 
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Was the national frenzy, that upwards of 
twenty thouſand inhabitants of England were 


found mad enough to ſign petitions in favour 


of theſe bills. One reaſon aſſigned, for paſſ- 


ing the firſt of theſe laws, was, the preſerva- 
tion of the perſon of the ſovereign. But ideas 


ſo different formerly prevailed in England, 
even under the reigns of the Stuarts, that it 
is obſerved, in one of the letters, written by 


Algernon Sydney, to Henry Savile, that it 


vas a ſentiment, maintained in parliament, in 


the latter end of the reign of Charles the 
Second, that, kings governing: juſtly, n 
<« cording to law, had no need of guard: 

Indeed, the beſt ſecurity, for the perſan of a a 
prince is the wiſdom, the equity, and the be- 
nignity of his adminiſtration. And at the 


time when the two bills paſſed, which were 
brought in by Mr. Pitt and by lord Grenville, 
there were ſome Engliſhmen high-fpirited 
enough to aſſert, that no treaſon, committed 
againſt the perſon of any prinee, could be a | 
crune of bas magnitude, and of equal ma- 

e 


-TT%+ 2 0 
lignity, with treaſon againſt the liberties of a 


whole nation; and that thoſe, who main- 


tained the contrary, muſt be men unworthy 
even to breathe the air of a free country, 


As individuals, who have been in a ſtate 


of lunacy, are ſometimes reſtored to their 


ſenſes, ſo it alſo happens to nations. And, 


whenever the people of England return again 
to their ſenſes, they will probably inform their 
miniſters, or their repreſentatives, that it is 


not conformable to their wiſhes, nor to their 
intereſts, that enormous ſubſidies ſhould be 


paid to foreign princes, for rendering no ſer- 


vices to this country; that it is not beneficial 


that they have a juſt right to expect to be 


more fully and more equally repreſented in 


parliament; and that no laws ought to be 


paſſed, or ought to exiſt, which deprive them 


of the freedom of ſpeech, or the freedom of 


the preſs, or of the liberty of meeting to con- 
ſider whether they arg aggrieved. 
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. „ Auner all u diſtreſſes of ithe prefect 
x period, ahs, inhabitants of Great Britginehave, 
i 5 Yn e me eonlolations; They have 
- of reflacting, that they: have 
| > Ds OE 4 -nreat national credit ; of which it 
; Vs a ſuſſirient evidence, that they are now 
Þ more that four hundred millions in debt. 
| They have likewiſe the advantage oba. great 


W. 1 variety; and great plenty, of pew auch inge. 
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